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Steins then that dll theſe. Thinge ; ſhall 
be diſſolved,.wbat manner of. Per ſons 
_ ought. ye to be in all 2 ee 


tow and Ge 


(63 Jud, 7 3-47 
I H-E Apofile's Deſ ign in "Als Chapter i. is 
to eſtabliſh the Truth of that great Ar- 
ticle of our Faith, The ſecond Coming of 
= dur Saviour to Judge the World, and an- 
ſwer ſome Objections which were made againſt it. 
To this end he begins with reminding thoſe 
| he writes to, of the Predictions of the ancient Pro. 
phets, and of the. Apoſtles. of our Lord and Saviour, 
concerning the Day of, Judgment, which was thought 
by many of the Diſciples to be near at Hand, 
and that it would preſently follow upon the De: 
ſtruction of Feruſ: alem, | 
| This! ſeems to be the Reaſon of their joining 
thele tuo Queſtions together, and putting them 
both to our Saviour at the ſame time; Matt. xxiv. 
3. Tell us, when ſhall theſe Things be 2 And what 
ſhall be the Sign of thy Coming, and of the End of 
the World a When ſhall theſe Things be, 1. e. the. 


Things our Saviour had juſt been ſpeaking of, 


the Deſtruction of the City and Temple of. Feruſalem ; 
* 8 | : 


and 
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and what ſhall be the Sign of thy Cong to Judg: 


ment ar the End of the World > 

As to the Deflrudion of Feraſalem, our Saviour 
is pretty exact in fixing the Time; for he tells 
them, v. 34. That 125 
7 al thaſe things we re ſalffled; and gives them 


veral very plain Signs and Tokens whereby they 


micht know: when it would be. 

But as t Vr coming to Judgment at rhe Bud of 
the World; tho he ofreg-peremptorily: foretold it, 
and expreſly aſſur'd them of it, yet he never de- 
termind, and, fixd any Time for it; but on the 
Contrary, told them, that God had reſero d At 5 
a Secret to himfelf, and not imparted it to any, 
ft to tlie Angels of Heaven; no, nor to the Son 


ito ſelf. Bat of that Day, ona that Hour, Fuometi 


ub Mon; no, not the Angels which are in Heaven 


neither the” Son, tut the — Matt. xxiv. 36 


and Mark xiii, 32. 


However, this Opinion was current among the 


fir | hriftfans ; and this miſtake, whatever lec 
them into it, gave occaſion to theſe * Scoffers 
which the "Apoſtle ſpeaks of in this Chapter, tof 
deride. their Hopes and Expectations of a+ Judge 
ment to come, ' ſince the Time they had fix d 10 
it was already piſt; Where; ſay they, is: the Pris 
miſe of his Coming ? For fince the Fathers fell aſlee) 
all things continue as ry were Fg the ee 
the Creation. 

But the Apoſtle hows? them, that there had bee 
ſuch Alterations in the World already, as were ſuſfic 
ent to juſtify the Belief” of thole which we 8er 


pee 


Generation ſhould not paſs} 


1 1 S 0 


0 
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pect at our Saviour's coming to Fudgment ; and that 


the delay of a future Judgment is no Prejudice 5 


to the Truth of our Saviour's predictions concerti- 


ing it, but an Argument of God's Patience and 
Long ſuffering towards Sinners in expectation of 


their Repentance; and that the thing it ſelf is never 
the leſs certain, becauſe the Time is uncerta in 


when it will be. 


And therefore he goes on to confirm the firſt 
Chriſtians in their Belief of this Point, and di- 


rects them to make a right uſe of ſuch a Belief. 
But the Day of the Lord will come as a Thief in "the 


Night ; in the which the Heavens ſhall paſs away with 
a great Noiſe, and the Elements ſhall melt with fer- 
vent Heat; the Earth alſo, and the Werks that Bre 


therein, ſeal be burnt up. 


And then he makes this pious: Reflection upon 
it, in the Words of the Text; Seeing then that all 


theſe Things ſhall be diſſolved, what manner of Per- 


ſons ought ye to be in all holy C e and God- 


| vineſs : 2 


Which Words contain theſe two Things 21 * 


1 The Conflagration: or Diſſolution of this World 
by "EE | 
II. The Efedt and Influence which this Conſi dera- 


tion ought to have upon us, : cri then that all roſe 


Things ſhall be, &c. 
And this, I think, will be a proper Subject oe 


dur preſent 'Medirations = ©. "Tis, indeed, what the 
OOTY which we commemorate this Day, does 


-B 3 naturally 
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naturally lead us to; for who can reflect upon that 
dreadful Fire which conſum'd this great and po- 
pulous City, and caſt down from Heaven to Earth the 
Beauty of Iſrael, and not call to mind that great and 
#errible Day of the, Lord, when. the Heavens themſelves 
ſhall paſs away with a great Noiſe, and the Elements 
Hall melt with fervent Heat; the Earth alſo, and the 
Works that are therein jhall ur up 2. And what 
better Improvement can we make of that heavy 
Judgment, than to take occaſion. fram thence to 
meditate upon the. general Judgment of the World, 
and be mov d to make haſt. and eſcape the Wrath to 
N r NES. | | 
I. Then, let us conſider the Conflagration, or 
Diſſolution, of this World by Fire as the laſt Day, 
the Day of Judgment. And tor the Eſtabliſhment of 
the Truth of this Doctrine, we may produce, 
\ .. F. The Authority of the Antient Heathens, + ; 
2. The expreſs Teſtimony of Holy Scripture? And, 
3. Examine. what Reaſon has to ſay for or againſt it. 
1. As to the Authority of the Antient Heathen Wri- 


ters; If we hearken to them, we ſhall (as a cele- | 
brated Author expreſſes it) hear a Cry of Fire 
throughout all Antiguity, and throughout all the People 


of the Earth, 
This is one of the moſt antient Traditions we 


meet with; nor is there any Notion which has 


more univerſally prevail'd. *Tis what the old Poets 
ſung of, and the antient Philoſophers of different 


Secs and Countries taught in their Schools; and 
the wiſeſt Men of all Ages and Nat ions believ'd : 
That Water and Fire were the Two unruly Ele- 


ments 
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t | ments which ſhould deſtroy the World; and that 
as God did once ſuffer the Waters to paſs their 
e | bounds, and overflow the Earth; ſo the Day was 
4 coming, when he would give the ſame Permiſſion 
to Fire, and let looſe its Reins to conſume. and 
's | burn-vp this, habitable World Ca). 11 
e Whence they had this Notion is not to my pre- 
© | ſent Purpoſe to enquire: There are many and va- 
y | rious Conjectures about it: But the Thing it ſelf is 
O | pait doubt that this was the commonly receiv'd 
{, | Opinion, and the antient Belief of the Worid. But 
% | 1 proceed, | 

In the Second Place, to produce ſome Teſtimonies 
r | to this Purpoſe out of the Sacred Writings. 


2 In the Old Teſtament we meet with many, and 
f | thoſe no obſcure Predictions of this general Coalla- 
gration. 4 | | 


Thus Moſes, in his Prophetical Song, gives us 

> | this lively Deſcription of it. Deut. xxxii. 22. A Fire 

is kindled in mine anger, and ſhall barn unto the loweſt. 

i= | Hell, and fhall conſume the Earth with her increaſe, 

andi ſet on fire the Foundations of the Mountains. ___ 

e And thus the Pſalmiſt tells us, in Pſal. cii. 27. 

e Þ| which Paſſage is cited by the Author to the Hebrews, 
Chap. i. 10. Thou, Lord, in the beginning haſt laid 

e tbe Foundation of the Earth: And the Heavens are 

S the work of thy) Hands: They ſhall periſh, but thou 


Ca) Sicut Deus olim aquis fræna laxavir, ita laxabit igni. 
mes pe, Yoouey Tydoy yeurwnes ale, Kc. Sopbocles. Be- 
"es, Dr. Burnet, and Mr. Ray, the Reader may conſult Grotius upon 
bis Chapter, and the Teſtimonies he refers to in His Notes upon the fuſt 


Book, 2 veritate religionis Chriſtianz circa finem. 7 / 
P., alt 
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: Halt endure : They all ſhall wax old as doth a Gar. 


ment, and as a V * ſhall thou change them, and 


they ſhall be chang d; but thou art the ſame, and thy} 


Tears+fhall not fail. 


The Prophet /ſa/ah has a Paſſage to the ſame 


Purpole, in Chap, li. 6. Lift up your Eyes to the 
Heavens, and look upon the Earth beneath : For the 
Heavens ſpall vaniſh away like Smoak, and the Earth 

4 wax old like a Garment, and they that dwell 
therein ſhall die in like manner; but my Salvation 

Hall be for ever, and my Righteouſneſs [hall not be 
60% And in Chap. Ixvi. 15. Behold, the Lord 
will come with Fire, and with his Chariots like aH bir 
wind, to render his anger with fury, and his rebuk 
with Flames of Fire. 

And in the Prophet Dariel, Chap. vii. 9, 10 the 
Antient of Days is plac'd in his Seat of Ian 
cover'd with Flames. I bebeld till the Thrones wer 
caſt down, andthe Antient of Days did fit, whoſe Garment 
was white as Snow, and the Hair of his Head like thi 
pure Wool: His Throne was like the fiery Flame, a 
his Wheels as burning Fire. A fiery Stream iſſued, an 
came forth from brfore him: Thouſand Thouſands mi 
niſired unto him, and Ten Thouſand times Ten Thouſa 
food before him: I. he n was ſet, ang the Bod 
were opened. 

And the Prophet Zephaniah, in Chap. iii. 8. th 
ſpeaks, in the Name of the Lord, Therefore wait 
upon me, ſaith the Lord, until the Day that I riſe 
zo the Prey: fer my Determination is to gather the N 


tions, that I may aſſemble the Kingdoms to pour uf 


them mine Indignation, even all my ferce arger ; fort 
tl | 


mm & ' 


-e. S ho? 


E. 
re 
2 
60 
C 


A; 
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arth neither Root nor Branch. 


ſtill much clearer and ſtronger. Wn 
Our Saviour tells his Diſciples, Matt. v. 18, 274 
Heaven and Earth paſs, one jot or one tittle ſhall in uo 

wiſe paſs from the Law, till all be fulfilled. And more 
directly, Mark xiii. 3 1. that Heaven and Earth ſhall 

paſs away, but my Words ſhall not paſs away,  _ 

And St. Paul tells the Theſſalonians, in his ſecond 

Epiſtle, Chap. i. 7, 8. That the Lord FJeſus ſhall be 
reveal'd from Heaven, with his mighty Angels, in 
flaming Fire, taking Vengeance on them that know not 

6 God, and that, obey not the Goſpel of our Lord Feſus 
fa Thus allo St. John deſcribes this Day, Rev, vi. 14. 
00 And the Heaven departed as a Scroul when it ij rolled 
| together, and every Mountain and Iſlard were moved 
thi out of fheir Places; which is cited irom the Prophet 
- F Tſatah 75 . And all the Hoſt of Heaven ſhall be 
*} Jadiffolva, and the Heavens ſhall be rolled together as 
W a Scrowl, and all their Hoſt ſhall fall down gs the 
Leaf falleth off from the Vine, and as a falling Fig 
; | from the Fiz-tree. Again, in Chap. xx. 1 1, 14 And 


7 {aw 


— 
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7 ſaw a great white Throne, andabim that ſat on it - 
from whoſe Face the Earth and the Heaven fled away, | 30 
and there was found no Place for them — and Death} in 
and Hull were caſt into the Lake of Fire. of 
But there is none who delivers this Doctrine in be 
more plain and expreis Terms than St. Peter, inn 
the Verſes before the Text, where he tells us, Thar | fa 
the Heavens, and the Earth which are now, are kept in | to 
fore, reſerved unto Fire againſt the Day of Judgment 
aud Perdition of ungodly Men. And that the Day of wt 
ie Lord will come as a Thief in the Night; in the by 
1 : which the Heavens ſhall paſs away with a great Noiſe, 
| 
k 


and. the Elements ſball melt with fervem Heat, the ca] 
Furth. alſo and the Works that are therein ſhall Ze the 


burnt, up. n0 
Thus, we fee, this Point is fully prov'd by us. * 
: deniable Teſtimonies of Holy Scripture: 8 . 


' Let us now, og 
4 la the Second Place, Conſider what Reaſon ks to ma 
ſay for or againſt it. 
And here it mult be confeſs'd that this is 2 _ 
Thing which bare unaſſiſted Reaſon could never | 7 
have diſcover'd;. nor can it (after all the Attempts 
that have been made) be accounted for from na- Þ min 
rural Cauſes, but muſt be finally reſolv'd into the Wk 
Will and Power of e God ( a). ©" oba 


—2 
> =. K * 2 . 3 X 1 2 2 * 
ä — 
97 i , | CINg! 


(a ) Ex 4iſparibus Elementis ita ( eſt) unus baden ifta coagmeti- & f 
rata conſpiratione ſolidatus, ut nulla vi diffolvi poſſit, niſi quum illum pute 
ſolus ipſe qui fecit, ad majora al'a preitanda nobis, ſolvi juſſerit. aſtris 
Novat. de Frags Cap. 2 : | | mort 


And 


— 
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And therefore 'tis not to be doubted bur thoſe 
antient Heathen Writers, who deliver this Doctrine 
in ſuch expreſs Terms, deriv'd their Knowledge 


of it from thoſe who had ſomè other Aſſiſtance 


beſides Reaſon, even from the People of God (ad. 


But as Reaſon has not, of it ſelf, any thing a0 


ſay for this Point, ſo neither has it any thing 


to urge againſt it. There is nothing either in 


the Nature of God, or the Conſtitution of Things, 
which {Hould make the Diſſolution of this World 
by Fire- an incredible Article. | 


It is made up of periſhing Materials, and is 


capable of being diſſolv'd by the ſame Power 
that firſt form'd it. He that raisd it out of 
nothing, can certainly ruin it again in what mans 


ner, and at what time he pleaſes. 


This is the Anſwer which Octavius returns to 


the Heathen Cæcilius in Minutius Felix ( who 


made it an Objection againſt the Chriſtians, and 
4 double lnſtance of Mainels, to threaten De- 


11 . 
nnn "TTY . ; 8 1 1 : . of 
7 | 


W 


149 Atiwadvercis Philoſophos eadem diſputare quæ dicimus, non 
45 nos ſimus eorum veſtigia ſubſecuti, ſed quod illi de divinis præ- 
dicationibus propheta um umbram interpolatæ veritatis imitati ſunt. 
Minucius Felix. Edit. Cant. p. 189. 


minantur incendium, ruinam moliuntur, quaſi aut naturæ divinis le- 
gibus conſtitutus æternus ordo turbetur; aut rupto elementorum om- 
nium fœdere, & cœleſti compage diviſa, moles iſta, qua continetur & 
cingitur, ſubruatur. Nec hac furiosa opinione contenti, aniles. fabulas 


| adſtruunt & annectunt. Renaſci ſe ferunt poſt mortem & cineres 


& favillas, & neſcio qui fiducia mendaciis ſuis invicem credunt ; 
Putes eos jam revixiſſe. Anceps malum, & gemina d:mentia / Calo & 
aſtris, quæ fic relinquimus, ut invenimus, interitum de nuntiare : ſibi 
mortuis, extinctis, qui ſicut naſcimur, & interimus, æternitatem re- 
promittere. Ed t. Cantab. p. $2, Seck. 11. | 


ſtruction 


Io 


7 % 
C 
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ſtruction to the World, which till continues 
ſame, and every Man who is born into it, l 
as he finds; and promiſe Immortality to/theit 
own dead Bodies which were-mouldred into Duſt, 
which had undergone ſuch a great Change, while 
the World ſtood without any viſible Alteration, 
This, 1 ſay, he reſolves. into the Power of the 
Great God (c). 8 | 


And this Difference is remarkable between: the 


Heathen and Chriſtian Writers upon this Subject, 
that while the Chriſtians believe this Truth upon 
the infallible Teſtimony of God, they reſt, ſatiſ- 
fy'd in it. Whereas the Heathens who. had gat 


zhis Notion, but knew not what Authority there 


was for it, were continually inventing gew Solu- 
tions of it, and miſerably perplex d about it (d. 
n 5 5 903-21 Indeed 


9 
c j 4 
— F * 

? F k 8 4 


_ »— thn FY th... MM 


1 * 
—_— 


c) Loquitur Plato. partes orbis nunc irundare dicit, nunc alter 
nis vicibus arde ſcere, & cum ipſum mundum perpetuum, & inſolu- 
bilem diceret eſſe fabricatum, addit tamen, ipſi Artifici, Deo Soli, 
& Solubilem, & eſſe mortalem. Ita nihil mirum eſt, ſi iſta moles ab 
eo, quo exſtructa eſt deſtruatur. Ibid. p. 189. Ceterum quis tam 
ſtultus, aut brutus eſt, ut audeat repugnare hominem 4 Deo, ut pri 
mum potuiſſe fingi, ita poſſe denuo reformari? Nihil eſſe poſt, obitum, 


8c ante ortum nihil fuiffe : Sicut de nihilo naſci licuit, ita de nihilu 


licere reparari? Porro, difficilius eſt id, quod non fit, incipete, quam 
id quod fuer it iterare, &c. Ibid, ö * | 
(d) Sunt autem ſigtſz natura fammeæ. Quo circa terræ, maris, 
aquarum vaporibus aljfantur 1is, qui à ſole ex agris repefaQtis, & ex 
aquis excitantur: qujbus altæ, renovatzq; ſtellz, atq; omnis zther, re- 
tundunt eadem, & furſus trahunt indidem 3 nihil ut fere intereat, aut 


oſtri putant id, de quo Panetium addubitzre dice. 

bant, ut ad extremum omnis mundus igneſceret, chm, humore cot: 
ſun pto, neq; terra ali poſſet, neq; remearet aer; cujus ortus, aqua 
omni exhauſta, eſſe non poſſet; ita relinqui nihil præter jgnem : à 
| . —_ 


admodum paululurg, =_ aſtrorum ignis. & ætheris flamma conſumat. 
Ex quo events N 


l:ers 
ſolu· 
Soli, 
es ab 


tum, 


thil 


Juan 


naris, 
x ex 


„ fe. 


„ aut 
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d ice: 
cos 
aqua 
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Indeed we who enjoy the Benefit of a Divine Re: 
velation, and are there acquainted with God's Ways 
and Works, cannot reaſonably entertain any Dodbts 
concerning this great Article of a Diſſolution of this 
World, and an enſuing Judgment ; ſince we are 
aſſur'd that God has already done Things as great 
and ſurprizing as this. ak 


That Argument which the Scoffers made uſe of 


to deride this Belief in the firſt Chriſtians, is not 
only weak in it ſelt, but grounded upon a falſe Mat- 


ter of Fact. whe . 
Where, ſay they, u the Promiſe of his coming? For 
ſince — fell aſleep, all things continue as they 
were fram the Beginning of the Creation, i. e. fince the 
Fathers fell aſleep, or, as the Words may be rendred, 
ſaving, or excepting that the Fathers fell aſleep, and 
gave place to their Sons; that Men die, and one 
Generation ſucceeds another; ſe) things run on in 
their old Channel, and no Alteration has happen 'd 
in the World, nothing which ſhould make us think 
that there will ever be fuch an amazing Change, as 
the Deſtruction of this World by Fire. But this, I 


Cem. 
— — — 


* 


uo rurſum animante, ac Deo, renoyatio mundi fieret, atq; idem or- 
atus oriretur. Cic. de Natur Deorum. I. 2. EE: 
But how little Satisfafion they found in theſe Solutions another Paſſage, 
out of the ſame Author, will inform us. Sint iſta vera; comprehendi ea 
tamen, & percipi nego. Cum enim tuus iſte Stoicus ſapiens ſy!labatim 
tibi iſta dixerit; veniet flumen orationis aureum fundens Ariſtoteles 


| Qui illum deſipere dicat: 'Neq; enim ortum eſſe unquam mundum, 


uod nulla fuerit, novo conſiſio inito tam præclari operis inceptio, 
ita eum eſſe undiq; aptum, ut nulla vis tantos queat motus, mu- 
tationemg; moliri, nulla ſenectus diuturnitate temporum exiſtere; ui 
hic ornatus unquam dilapſus occidat. „Id. Acad. Queſt. L. 2, 25 
e. See Dr. Hammond's Note upon the Place. = 


C 2 ſay, 


1 
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ſay, was falſe in Fact; For when this Objection. way 


made, God had broug| it about ſeveral great and ſur. 


prizing Alterations in the World for the Puniſhinent 
of Sin, from wherice we may. gather that he has 


Mill as great, and greater, in reſerve for the- ſame 


End. 4 þ 
lt was not long aſter God had created this World, 
and pronounc'd every thing he bad made to be very 
good, that he curs d it becauſe of Sin, and from a 
Paradiſe, a Place of Bliſs and Happineſs, he turn'd 


it into this Vale of Miſery and Sorrow, this Scenef 


of Calamities and Troubles. 

Next after this, becauſe the Wickedveſs of Man waz 
great upon the Earth, and all Fleſh had corrupted hi 
Way, God brought a Flood of Waters upon the 
World, and deſtroy'd every living Thing from the 
Face of the Earth, both Man and Beaſt, Noab only 
and his Family excepted, and the Creatures which 
he took with him into the Ark, to keep Secd alive 
upon the Face of the Earth, Cen. vi. 5, Ge. 

For the ſame Reaſon, he ſpared — the Angel 
that ſinned, but caſt them down to Hell, and deli. 
ver d them into Chains of Darkneſs, to te reſervd 
unto Judgment : Aud turn d the Cities of Sodom and 


Gomorrah into Aſhes, and condemned them with a 


overthrow, making them an enſample unto theſe that 
after ſhontd live ungodly, 2 Pet. ii. 4, 6. 
Such Inſtances as theſe, eſpecially chat of the 


Deluge, the Apoſtle tells us, the Scoffers were wilt 


lingly, and even wilfully ignorant of, becauſe they 
are ſo maar Arguments 


4 . 4 a as 


or a future Reckoning, 
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as they are undeniable Proofs of God's hatred of 


Sin, and that he will not let it go unpuniſh'd. | 


From thoſe — amazing Things which 
God has done in time paſt, we may fairly con- 
clude that he may do as great in the time to 
come. There is no Objection to be made againſt 
the Things we look for hereafter, but what might 
have been, an no doubt was, as ſtrongly urg d 
againſt thoſe which have already happen d. 

is the Diſſolution of this World by Fire fo 
ſtrange and wonderful that we cannot believe it: 
Why, ſo were thoſe things look'd upon to be 
which have already been before us. They were 
eſteem'd ſtrange, incredible, and even impoſſible, 
and reaſon d againſt too as ſuch, and endeavour d 
to be confuted and exploded. Strange it was 
that God ſhould create ſuch a World as this; and 
we. our ſelves are fearfully and wonderfully made. 

Strange it was to behold chat Deſtruction which 
he brought upon the Earth not long after he had 
made it, by a mighty Flood of Waters, in which 
every thing periſh'd without Diſtinction wherein 
was the Breath of Life. 

Theſe are, it muſt be conſeſs d, very great and 


aſtoniſhing things, ' ſuch as could not eafily have 


been credited or conceiv'd: And why then ſhould 
we disbelieve the Things that are yet for to come, 
only. becauſe they are new, and unheard of ; 

ſtrange and furprizing ? For ſince ſuch great Things 
have already been brought about, the Belief of the 
like great Revolutions to come is eaſy. and natural. 


_ as} Reaſon has much to ſay for it, but nothing at 


* all 
. 0 
. 
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all againſt it. Is it not reaſonable to think, that in 
God's Works ſhquld be all of a piece, and the end an 
of them anſwerable to the beginning? Why ſhould } H 
he not be as wonderful in his Dealings with the] H 
Children of Men in the Ages to come; as in thoſe 74 
that are already paſt 2 And ſince, by the Word of 24 
God, the World that then was, being over-flow'd he: 
with Water periſhd ; why may not the Heavens If 
and the Earth which now are, by the fame word, Bu 
be kept in ſtore, and reſerv'd unto Fire againſt} . 
the Day of e and Perdition of ungodly 

Men. Ci 
It would be vain to attempt a Deſeription of | bur 
this amaznig Change and Revolution of the World; 4. 
this great and terrible Day of the Lord; to repreſent | wit 
the general Conſternation of Nature at that Time; #2: 
the Horror and Confuſion which will then: ſeize} Ea 
Mankind, eſpecially the Wicked and Impenitent. 44! 

' Theſe are Things which exceed our narrow} S 
Capacities, which ſurpaſs all that we have ſeen or ven 
heard; all that we have known, or can think of. fur 
We have no Colcurs ſtrong and lively enough to] mo 
draw them in; we have neither Words to expreſs} %P< 
them, nor Thoughts: to conceive: them, nor any 
Compariſons, whereby we Can illuſtrate and make Nat 
them known. 

Some faint Refawblegre of theſe Things the 
ſad Occaſion of the preſent Solemnity may afford 
us. It was, no doubt, a very frightful and ſhocking 4 
Spectacle, to view this great City in Flames, and to 
ſee the Miſery and Diſtraction of the People: How ſha, 
all Faint were in utter Confuſion, and every one 


ing 


the Lord-Mayor, Sept. 3. 1711. 15 
in wild Deſpair :, How the wiſeſt Men were amaz'd, 
and the ſtouteſt terrify d. They that were on the 
Houſe tops durſt not ſlay to tate any thing our of their 
Houſes; nor he that was in the Field return back ta 
tale his Cloak. Diſmal it was to behold the Alomi. 
nation of Deſolation raging in the. ſacred Places; to 
hear the Shricks and Cries of the People, the roar- 


ing, of the Fire, and the l, of great Piles: of 
Buildings: 22 "Br iy 81 ty 
But how much more terrible and dreadful:will 


that Day be, when not only this City, but all the 
Cities of the World, and the World ir ſelf ſhall be 
burnt, up; when the Heavens themſelves fhall. paſs 
away with a great Noiſe, and the Elements ſhall melt 
with fervent Heat; when all Faces will be turned in- 
to Paleneſs, Jer. XxX. 6. And all' the Tribes of the 
Earth ſhall mourn, Matt. xxiv. 29. The Sun ſhall, be 
darkned, and the Moon not give. her Light," and. the 
Stars ſhall fall from Heaven, aud the Powers of, Hea- 
ven ſhall be ſhaken : When the whole Face! of, Na- 
ture ſhall be chang'd, and appear in the moſt. 
mournful dreſs; every Place breaking out into 


open Flames; the great Deep boilipg, and the 


Mountains ſmoaking, and the whole Courſe of 
Nature out of order; great Earthquakes in divers 
Places, fearful Sights, aud great Signs from Hea- 


ven; upon the Earth, Diſtreſs o | Nations, with Per- 
| plexity; the Sea and the Waves roaring, aud Mens 
« Hearts failing them for fear, and for looking after 


thoſe Things which are coming on the Earth. And then 
ſhall they ſee the Son of Man coming in the Clouds of 
Hlenven, with Power and great Glory, Luke xxi-25,&c. 


\ 
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Thus terrible and aſtoniſhing wil this Day ball / 
to all the People of the Earth, but utter Confuſion Ge 
to the Wicked, who ſhall call in vain to the Mounſ 
rains to fall on them, and the Hills to cover then Br 
Luke xxiii. 30. And fly in vain into the Clefts ff n 
the Rocks, and into the Caves of the Earth, for feary ® 
of the Lord, and the Glory of his M efly, when e . 
 ariſeth - to late terribly the Bert . il. 1 9. Rey, ty 
„ ij fot 
No Heart can think of theſe Things, 190 hot th 
be filld with Fear and Wonder; and well may wel we 
take up our Parable with Balor, and lay, Alas! WI 
who ſhall live when God does this'* Num: Xxiv. 23 4% 
Who' ſhall be able ro ſtand before him, or abide 7 
the Day of his Coming | th 

© Bat the Lord knoweth how to Jeltivs the rZ 90% of 
me ro reſerve the lt amto the Day of Judgment” t ho 

- 2 Pet. ii. 9. And St. Paul aſſures us, ful 

beſſ. iv. 16, 19: that both the Righteous which 

— dead, and which remain alive at this terrible 
Day, ſhall be reſcu'd from the common Calamity; 
For the Lord himfelf ſhall deſcend from Heaven Hr 

a Shout, with the Voice of the Archangel,” and with 


the Trump of God; and the dead in & hriſt ſhall ri 7200 = 
firſt: Then we which are alive and remain, Tt 
caught up together with them in the Cid. 2 wen ho 
the Lord in the Air; and ſo ſhall we ever be with they . 
Lord. This brings eto the of 
© 2, Second Thing contain'd in the Text, The Epe of 
and Influence which the Conſideration of this Diſſolu# 3+ 
tion of all Things ought to have upon us. Seeing then Pre 


that all _> Things ſhall te diſſolved, what manner 


”, 
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of Perſons ought ye to be in all holy Converſation and 
Godlineſs > © Weil 

If we be fully perſuaded of the Truth of this 
great Article; if we really believe that the Heavens 
and the Farth which are now, are kept in ſtore, reſerv'd 
unto Fire againſt the Day of Fudgment, and Perdition of. 
ungodly Men; tis a Conſideration of ſuch a weigh- 
ty and ſerious Concern, as cannot fail to make 
ſome religious Impreſſion upon us. Whenever we 
think of that great and terrible Day of the Lord, 
we cannot but think too of taking ſome Courſe 
with our ſelves to be deliver'd from theſe Flames, 
and eſcape the Wrath to come.” And fince there is 
no avoiding this Puniſhment, without avoiding 
thoſe Sins for which. it is prepard, what manner 
of Perſons ought we to be! how Exemplary in all 
holy Converſation! and Godlineſs ! and how fruit». 
ful in every good Work! that when our Saviour 
appears to judge the World, we may be found of him 
in Peace, without Spot and Blemiſh, 2 Pet. iii. 14. 
And be accounted worthy to eſcape all thoſe Things 
which ſhall then come to paſs, and to ſtand before the 
Son of Man. BRAS "7 
But the Conſideration of this Diſſolution of all 


Things, will appear to be a forcible Motive to all 


holy Converſation and Godlineſs. 1. As it affords 
us an aſtoni ſping Inſtance of the Power and Majeſty 
of the great God. 2. As it is an undeniable Proof 
of the Meanneſs and Vanity of all worldly Things. 
3. As it gives us very urgent Warning to look and 
provide for another World, F-21 e (igaus 
| > {{ILATEE 58'Þ 11 el won Dal 02 * 477412 
A | And, 


— 
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And, 1. J ſay the Diſſolution of all Things afford 
us an aſtoniſhing Inſtance of the Power and ! Majeſty. 4 M 
the great God. | w] 
Poor by this we plainly ſee, that he wants no Inf ed 

8 to ſave, none to deſtroy: As he created 4 
all Things, ſo he has all Things | at his Command, 
s can make the Creature his Weapon for the Re. 
venge of his Enemies, Wiſd. v. 17. If he but ſpeaks} tha 

ow Word, the Frame of Nature is didolw'd, and pul 
the Elements fall foul upon one another. | wo 

' When he is Angry, the Earth trembles and quakes, S4 
the Mountains ſhake, the Springs of Water are ſeen, a 
and the Foundations of the round World are diſcover d 
at the Chiding of the Lord, at the blaſting of. the 
Breath of his Diſpleaſure, Plal. xviii 7, 15. There 
ſhall go a Fire before him, and burn up his Enemies on 
every fide. His Lightnings ſhall give Shine unto tht 
World and the Earth ſpall be afraid; the Hills. ſhull 
melt lite Wax at the Preſence of God, at the Pre. 
ſence of the Lord of the whole. Earth, Pal. XCVil, 
3. &c. 
Thus terrible is God in 1 Majeſty, thus mighty, in| 1 
Power, and wonderful in his Works. hy 

And is not this an awakening; Thought? 15 thereſ Je a 
not enough in it to ſtartle the holdeſt Sinner, and 
rouſe us all out of our ſpiritual Slumber and Se- 
curity > How greatly does it hehoove us to walk 
humbly before him who is thus highly hee 
and behave our - ſelves -iwith godly. Rewerence- and 
Fear? And what deſperate Madneſs, -and- brutiſh} the 
Stupidity is it to affront and provoke him who is 


cus able to deſtroy us with the Breath of his 
R | } Mouth, : 


2 
Mea 
U 

7 
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Mouth, and fend us down quick into Hell > And 
| who, tho he ſuffers us to eſcape now, has appoint- 
ed a Day in which he will judge the World in Rigbte- 
oufne/s, and deſtroy both the World, and the Wick- 

ed together; with the brightneſs of bie Appearance. 
Re. None will be able to eſcape the Vengeance of 
alk that Day; and that Puniſhment which will then 
and purſue the Wicked. And therefore, to uſe the 
_ | words of the wiſe Son of Sirach, Eccluſ. xvi. 17. &c. 
, | Say not thou, 7 will hide wy ſelf fron the Lord; ſhall 
any remember me from. above ꝰ I (ball not be remem. 

218 ber'd among ſo many People; for bat u my Squl 
the among ſuch; an infinite number of Creatures? Behold 

the Heaven, aud the FJeaven.of Heavens,” the Deep, 

and the Earth, and all that therein w, Pall be moved 
nen he: ſhall Viſit. ' The: Mountains alſo and Founda- 
I tions of the Barth ſhall ''be. aten with" trembling, 
when the Lord looketh' upon them. No: Heart” can 
il think of theſe Things n; and who is able to con- 
v ny hes: ways? + e 111837 35 Of! 
vin Viy art than A 6 Aves; 6 ny! Load, "ade | 

83 Fu art thou ſo ſecure within me 0 2 this, 
bere Je that forget God, left be pluck you away, aud there 
and 5 none _ aleliver Jour For our” God is a conſunting 

ire. 
. . 7 e Diſſolution is an bib proof of the 
lech Meanneſs aud Vanity f all theſe worldly Things, - and 
and} ſhould therefore — us vor ro love the World, or 
till the ge that are in _ uten but to wean our 
0 167 From them. ate o 034. 
his 18 bofrünc zen Ens ee l fon: 


uth, 5 1 C 2 And 


derate Value upon theſe, Things, we ſhould nor bel 
joy ments of them. And the Conſideration of thi 


| away as:.an Eagle towards: Heaven, Prov.sxxiil. 
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And this would cure many Vices at once; fot 
tis nothing elſe but our over-valuing theſe Things 
that fixes our Thoughts, and faſtens our Affection 
upon them, and puts us upon ſuch an {eager Put 
ſuit after them. If we did not ſet ſuch an immo 


ſo immoderate, either in our Deſires; or our 


approaching Diſſolution affords us :a convincing 
Proof of their Meannels ;:and. ſhould,\ methinks, be 
enough to put us out of Conceit with duch periſt 
ing Vanities. & ust. b 2 
The many Accidents. . „bien which 
all our woridly Poſſeſſions are liable to, hi 
the World it ſelf continues, are ſo maay Arge 
ments to call off our Minds from them, and di 
ſuade us from putting our Truſt, ar placing out 
Happine(s in them. Upon theſe accbunts, che wit 
Man elegantly ſtiles them Things whith 4 are © wot 
which have no certain and permanent Beings Mi 
thou, lays he, ſet thine Eyes upon. that-which is wot 
For Riches. certainly mali the mſelues Wings, «they 


This. was literally accompliſh'd in the Calamity o 
this Day, when the Flames, which conſum'd: 
Wealth and Subſtance ot this great 1e Ween 
ed as an Eagle towards. Heaven; and They, v. 

juſt befate, were Rich wand: encreaſed i im Gebt, 

had need of nothing, wete, in a ſhort Space vf Time 
reduc'd to the utmoſt Poverty, and wanted e 

the common Neceſſaries and Accommodations 4 oF 


Lite. <= 2 
33 Buß 
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But beſides theſe, ' and other daily Caſualties; 
which theſe Things are liable to; and which ought 
toabate our Eſteem for them, as they really ren- 
der them ſo much the leſs valuable; the World it 
ſelf, which is the Support of theſe Things, and 
which miniſters to our Pleaſures and our Vices, to 
Luſt and Avarice, and Ambition, is it ſelf haſt⸗ 
ning to a Diſſolution; and the Time is coming on 
which will put à Period to it; when the Earth it 


5 4 elf, and the Warks that are therein fall be burnt 


«p the Works of Nature, Art, and induſtry "ſhall. 


\ | be deſtroy'd; 'when-all the Pomp and Pride of 


Life ſhall paſs away, and vaniſh into: Smoak; when 
all che Affairs, on which we are now ſo baſy: and 
intent, ſhall have an end, and the Stage whereon 
they are acted, ſhall be taken down; when all: 
Pride and Contention, Avarice and Ambition ſhalt: 
ceaſe,” and the Objects of thele Paſſions be for ever 
remov'd from our Eyes; when all civil Marks of 
difference and diſtinction ſnall be done away; the 
greateſt Empires, and Imperial Cities, ſhall be laid 
waſte and deſolate without an Inhabitant; the 
Proudeſt Trophies and Monuments of Glory Hall 


be erumbled into Duſt, and the Place thereof thall 
th know them no more. | 


And ſince this is the Condition. and this wilt 
be the Fate of this World, and all that is in it, 
a Why ſhould we, who are made for Immortality, 
dime and Candidates ſor Heaven, ſet 5 Affections up- 
yay on any Thing leſs permanent and durable than our 
| ſelves? And how diſproportionate are all Things 
bete. ele to the Capacities of our Souls, and 


their 
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their cterpal Duration? How ill then does it be⸗ 


came us ta dote upon any of theſe Things, or 


give our ſelves up to the Enjoyment of them? 


The Thoughts of the Diſſolution of this World; 
thould, one would think, extigguiſh all our, Heats 
and. Conteſts about it; 3 ſhould cure our Pride and 
Ambition, and abate our Love of ſenſual Pleaſures; 
and mike us cool and indifferent as to what befel 
us here. This is St. Johns Argument, 

15, & c. Love not the World, neither the 7 hings that 


are in the World. For the World paſſeth away, and | 


the Luſt Fhereof. To the ſame: purpoſe is that of 
St. Paul, x (Cor. vii. 29. But this I ſay, Brethren; 


the time is ſhort; it remaineth that both they that 
have Wives, be af though they had none; and they, | 


that weep, — thongh they wept not; aud they that re- 
zich as though' they. rejoiced not; and they that Buy; 


 a&>thougb they poſſeſſed not; aud tbey that uſe this 
Morld, as not abufing it; for the Faſbion 0 this 


World paſſeth away. And therefore, 5519191 
3. Zhi 3s ſu Heim ie #0. us to hk, and 
prov iqe or anotler World. 


i, Not only we our ſelves are EI a ſhort Satie 
5 att here, and ate haſting apace to another Place 
but the World it ſelf is tranſient and fugitive, and 


When once e Spirit of the Lord bloweth upon it, 
gnd this: Fire is riſen with a. burning Heat, all; th 


Benuty and Grace of. the Faſhion.of-it will periſh, and} 


like arri Quad. or as Ae warky Dems. t w wi 
paſs away. 25128 , TS: 7.1 


This ſhort and: imperfoct — will not. ado | 


„Here We gare 


of ach great and laſting Deſigns: 
ſtraightned 


I. Ep. li, Wh 
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ſtraightned and want room; and nothing which 


we do, with regard to this World, can be of much 
Concern to us, becauſe it will not long concern 
us. But the State after this is eternal and immu- 
table, is capable of the greateſt and nobleſt De- 
ſigns, ſuch as are worthy of a rational Creature, 


and deſerve our utmoſt Care: For there We may 


be happy, not for a few Days or Years only, and 


that in an imperfect Degree, but intinitely, and to 


all Eternity. 8 | 0 1K 
- And'tis nothing elſe that makes this World worth 


living in, that makes it deſirable to a wiſe Man to 


be here for a Time, but the Opportunity which 
it gives him of living for ever, and being happy 


for ever hereafter. 


Now the only way to ſecure this, is by a Life of 
Piety and Virtue, by all holy Converſation and Gad. 
lineſs , by cleanſing our ſelves from all Filthineſs, 
both of Fleſh and Spirit, purifying our Natures, 


* and renewing our ſelves after the [mage of God, who 


created us in Righteouſneſs and true Holineſs. 
This Worlds made up of mixt Multitudes, and 
the Kingdoms of the Earth conſiſt of good and bad; 


but at the laſt Day there will be a grand Separa- 
tion made of the Righteous from the Wicked, and 


wt - 


The 
/ 
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The Neceſſity of this, the Conſideration of the | f 
preſent Argument does in a lively manner repte- b 
ſent to us, and is the Inference the Apoſtle draws} o 
from it, Seeing then, & . Seeing the World it felff} © 
muſt undergo. ſuch a Change, and be purg'd and] u 
refin'd by Fire, and be made perfectly New, that c 
it may be fit for the glorious Kingdom of Chriſt; ar 
this Change, this Renovation, is much more neceſ. H 
ſary in thoſe who are to be the Subjects of that C 
Kingdom, wherein dwelleth Righteouſneſs, If this} 

Earth muſt be purify'd by Fire, and the Heavens th 
themſelves are not clean in God's fight ; how ſhallf} th 
Man be able to appear before him, who zs ffithy and] ou 
abominable, and drinketh Iniquity like Water > Job 

xv. 16. And what Purity and Cleanneſs is neceſſi rit 
ry to fit our ſelves for ſeeing God 2 Not that this thi 
Change can be wrought in us, as it will be inf} get 
the Heavens and the Earth, by Fire, by the fancy d vio 
Flames of Purgatory, for which there is no ground we 
either in Scripture or Reaſon; but ir muſt be wh 
wrought in us by ſuch Methods as both Scripturef ve 
and Reaſon direct us to, and which are fitted toff 15 C 
work upon reaſonable Creatures; by proper Conſt 
derations and Reflections, ſuch as the foregoing} Wo 
Diſcourſe vill ſuggeſt to us; by ſetting God al Occ 
ways before us, and thinking upon his infinite 
Majeſty. and Power; by weaning our Affection 


— 


2 
_— 
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* Quod fi tunc oportet uſque adeo omnia eſſe pura, ut hæc e 
tiam diffolyenda ſint quæ non peccant, quantopere vobis adnitenduil 

eſt. ut dies ille vos omni vitz ſanRimoni, omnibus pictatis ſtudib| 2 
integros ac purgatos reperiat? Eraſm: in locum. | 
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the! from this World, and fixing them on Heaven; 
te: | by giving diligent Attendance to all the Duties 
o Region, and being conſtant in the Practice 
ſelf | of thoſe holy Rules which © the Goſpel preſcribes 
and us; by denying our ſelves, and ſtriving to over- 
tat} come our Corruptions, and perfect our Virtues; 
iſt; and by praying to God for the Aſſiſtance of his 
ceſ:} Holy Spirit to enable us to bring our Wills to a 
hat! Conformity with his. 
thisk Thus may we eſcape the den which is in 
7ens the World through Luſt, or cleanſe our ſelves from 
hall} that Goilt and Filth which we have contracted by 
45d our Converſation with it. 
Job} Thus will there be a new u Heart, and a right Spi- 
effa-Þ rit created in us, which will remain when all theſe 
this} things ſhall be diſſolv'd; and reſcue us from the 
e inf} general Ruin, and, through the Merits of our Sa- 
cy} viour, procure us "Admittance into Heaven, where 
und we ſhall have a Treafure that faileth not, a Kingdam 
bel which cannot be ſhaken, and a City which hath 
ture everlaſting Foundations, whoſe Builder, and Maker 
d to is God. 
onſe having thus finiſh'd what 1 deff ond from theſe 
oing} Words, I come now to apply my ſelf to the ſad 
$ Occaſion of this Day. 
We are here aſſembled in the Houſe of God to 
101 humble our ſelves before him in Conſideration of 
I that fore Judgment which he ſent down upon this 
City, when hu Wrath was: kindled, and wax d bot 
hc ef againſt the Sheep of his Paſture. 
How did the Lord cover the Daughter of our Sion 


_ a Cloud, and __ down from Heaven to Earth the 
E Beauty 
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Beauty of Iſrael, and remembred not bis Foutftoel in 


the Day of bis Anger ! 411 f 
The Ramparts and the Walls lanented. wc ln 4, t 
her Gates were ſank to the Ground, and her Bars des 1 
ſtroy d. The Deſtruction was fo ſuddain that this] 0 
City was within leſs than Three Days from the] I 
moſt ſplendid and flouriſhing Condition reduc d o p 
Aſhes, and laid level with the Ground. Y 
To what thing ſhall I liken thee, O Ru ert 4 n 
my People; whereunto ſhall I compare the Day offj in 
thy Vititation? Ie the overthrowing of Sodom ani b. 
Gomorrah 2 To the Deſtruction of Feruſalem? or to tlie ve 
grear and terrible Day of the Lord? 21 
But to dilate upon this Argument, od bring iii 
back to your Minds that ſad Calamity, however L. 
proper it might be when the Object it felf was- 
before your Eyes, and the City lay in Aſhes 3 may 4 
ſeem, perhaps, unſeaſonable now, and unſuitable to 77 
the preſent Face of Things, which has no Marks off no 
Scars of Burning npon it; ſince' our Breach which wal me 
wide as the Sea is now repaird, and all is built W. 
agatn with greater Grandeur and Magnificence tha ß 
ever. ; t ann | aps 


- However the fame Fhovohes: and Reflection} wit 
which were proper to be made upon that heavy} the 
Judgment While we lay under it, and felt inf Da 
Weight, can never be unſeaſonable, and are ven 
proper even now when tis remov d. „ 

It will ſtill become us Yearly. to ae ou 
ſelves under the mighty Hand of God, and acknou 
e that it was his doing; and that he was juſt in 


1 that he brought en us. For whoever wen 
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the Inſtruments of this Calamity, we are not to 
terminate our Thoughts there, but to carry them 


up to God, who often makes uſe of the Wickedneſs 


of Men to bring about his Deſigns, and be the 


Executioners of his Vengeance upon a ſinful Peo- 


ple. Whatever Agents God makes uſe of, the 
Work is ſtill to be afcribd to him, and there is 
nothing of a blind Chance or over: -ruling Neceſſity 
in human Affairs, but all Things are done either 


by the Permiſſion or immediate Direction of Hea- 


ven. Doth not Evil and Good proceed out of the 
Mouth of the moſt High? faith the Prophet, Lam. 


;ngf iii. 38. And ſhall there be Evil in a City and the 


Lord hath not done it > Amos 111. 6. | 
Theſe were Job's Sentiments of the Matter, that ; 


Affliction cometh not forth-of the Duſt, neither doth 
Trouble ſpring out of the Ground, Chap. v. 6. Tis 


not a Thing of any ſpontaneous Growth, or the 
meer Effect of ſecond Cauſes, but the Will and 


il Work: of God. 


And therefore when the Chaldgans and Sa. 
ans carry'd away his Cattle, and flew his Servants 
with the Edg of the Sword ; and the Wind from 
the Wilderneſs ſmote the Houſe where his Sons and 


Daughters were Feaſting, fo that it fell upon them, 
| and flew them; Fob did not ſtop his Reflections 


at theſe ſecond Cauſes, but through them diſcern d, 


and acknowledg'd the Hand of God. 


But as we muſt not ſtop at ſecond Cauſes, ſo 


in neither are we wholly to overlook them. Tho 
| 7ob acknowledg'd that what the Cbaldæans and Sa- 
baus did was by God's Permiſſion, - yet he could 


E 2 | not 
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not but look upon thoſe People as his Encmidi 
and guard againſt them for the future. So if th 
Calamity of this Day, was in any meaſure th 
Effect of the Malice and Wickedneis of Men (a 
we have juſt Cauſe to ſuſpect) we may from thenaf th 
judge u hat manner of Spirit they are of, and, hoyf a; 
they will deal wich un Whenever they. have 
in their Power. 

For tho the Hand by Gods very viſible in a 
fad Calamity, yet the Hand of Man was not alto 
gether hid. And as there were evident Tokens d 
its being a divine Judgment, ſo it wanted not Mark 
of human Contrivance, and we have juſt Ground 
to ſuſpect that an Enemy did it; .that it was con 


trivd and carry'd on by the Popiſh Faction, WHA 7 
have often ſought our Ruin, and given us too man 2 
Proofs of their Enmity and Hatred againſt us; and} x 
who, we have reaſon to believe, laid in their Heart 2 
upon this Occaſion, what they endeavour d to briqſ ibm, 
about with their Hands; There, there, ſo would my cal 
' bawe it. Down with it, down with it, e bes td. they 4 
Ground, | iſ was 
Nor was this any diſtant Sami or remot 4 * 
Suſpicion, but the general Senſe, and ſettled Belie yer 
of the Nation at that time, not taken up withonf — 
eiue Examination into the Matter, Ca) which, i 1, 
their Opinion, afforded ſufficient Grounds for thalſ am 
| Charg intre 
4 

— — — and 

furo 

(a) Immediately after the Fire, upon the 18th of the ſame Mo N 
the Parliament met, and 4 Committee of the Houſe of Commons was q was 
pointed to enquire into the Cauſes of it, The Informatjins received by t at 11 


Committee are Printed, to which 1 ** the Reader *. Upon the 8 


9 
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mies Charge upon the Papiſts, which till ſtands to pub- 


f thefj lick View, that it may be ſeen, and read of all as a 


the Teſtimony. againſt them (5). F | 
(a © But this, | fay, does not make it ever the leſs 
jena the Lord's doing. Its ſtill to be acknowledg'd” as 
hoyf 2 Judgment of God; and the Judgment was ſo 


e u much the ſorer in that he ſuffer'd us to fall into 


* , 
1 0 64 P 


1 thi 2 178 ; 85 : a e 
alto] of peb. ſollowing, the Parliament was Prorogued, before they came to giꝛe 
ns a their Tudgment upon Sir Robert Brook's Reporr. Te 


- 


What Sir John Hawles relates in his Remarks upon the Tryal of Fitz- 
Aarks harris, is very obſervable, - that upon a Report, which a Member of the 
wands Houſe af Commons made of one Hubert, who” confeſs'd himſelf guilty of 
| firing the City of London; it was reſolu d to Examine him in.the Houſe 
CONF he next Mornin „but before the Wü ſe ſar, Hubert was hang'd. 
Whol The Words of the Lord Chancellor, Nottingiiam, High-S:eward, when 
be pronounced Sentence upin the Lord Stafford, are very jull to the preſent 
. | | ' 3 1 
and 1 55 any Man now begin to doubt how London came to be burnt? 
ear Or by what Hands or Means poor Juſtice Godfrey fell? And is it 
drin not 117788 by theſe Inftances, that ſuch is tie frantick Teal of 
VINE ſome 21g2ted Papiſts, that they reſolve no Means, to advance the 
Id mij Catholick Cauſe, ſhall be left unattemptel, though it be by Fire 
and. Sword ? | : | | 
0. tn e Report of Sir Robert Brook, Chair Man to the Committee that 
was appoirted ty the Houſe of Commons, to enquire into the firing of 
# the City of London, made the! 22d of Jan. 1566. 
(b) Inſcription upon the Monument, viz. This Pillar was ſet up in 
perpetual Remembrance of that moſt dreadful Burning of this Pro- 
IF teſtant City, begun and carry'd on by the Treichery and Malice of 


Lord 1666. in order to the carrying on their Horrid Plot, for ex- 
AF tirpating the Proteſtant Religion, anu Old E1g/iſþ Liberty, and the 
| introducing Popery and Slavery. 

: And after a particular Deſcription of the whole Progreſs of the Fire, 


furor Papiſticus qui tam dira patravit nondum reſtinguitur, 

N. B. This Inſcription was put up when this Pillar was” firſt built, but 
nas afterwards Eras'd in King James the Sevond's Reign, and reſtor'd 
Wy at the glorious Aævolution. | CE ts, 

1 the 


* 


of, ae 


the Popiſn Faction in the beginning of September, in the Year of our 


and how it wat at laſt extinguiſb d, ibeſe Words are added Sed 
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find amits, and remove whatever is offenſive an 
dilpleaſing to God: Thus may every private Perſo 


Civil Magiſtrates, by their Authority and Example 


that Power over him which every Man has ove 
himſeff. So that if every Man would but de 
impartially with himſelf, and amend thoſe Fault 


k — — Ton _ 
_ *. 
„ -_ * 4 
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the Hands of ſuch Men. And we ought to acknou m 
ledge the Juſtice of it, and reflect with Shame and] ar 
Sorrow upon thoſe Sins which provoꝶ d . 71 
deal thus ſeverely with uvs. F 
Pride, and Covetouſneſs, and Oppreſi ion; Fu be 
neſs of Bread, and Wantonneſs; with a Negledf th 
and Forpetfulneſs of God; are the common Sins ai of 
great and wealthy Cities; and were the Means d 2 
bringing down this heavy Judgment upon ing} is 
And therefore if we would make a right Uſe ſtr 
God's Chaſtiſements, and avoid the like Calamiti of 


for the ſuture, we muſt avoid theſe Sins: Au the 


fince the Judgments of God have been ſo remarkable i dir 
this City, the Inhabitants thereof ſould learn Right no! 
guſneſs,. ſaiah xxvi. 9. ve 

This is the End of all God's Diſpenſations toward 
us, and this is the proper Uſe we ſhould make d thi 
that jadgment which we now Commemorate. rit 
The return of this Day ſhould put us all upol 
examining our own Hearts, to correct whatever. ut 


contribute towards a general Reformation, by n r 
forming himſelf. . 

And this is the moſt eſſectual Method that en 
be taken for this End. For tho much of this kin 
has been, and may be done by the Care of tl 


Yet no Man has that Knowledge of another, of 


which 
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4 which his Conſcience tells him he is guilty of, we 
now I. remove the accurſed Thing from among us, 
and prevent God's Anger, from kindling anew, and 
m ti bes Wrath from breaking out afreſp upon us. 
And it muſt be confeſs'd; and is what ought to 
Full be commended, that amidſt all the Complaints of 
the Wickednels of the Age, there are great Numbers 
off of ſerious and devout People in this City: There is 

2 Spirit of Religion ſtill amongſt us, and which 
n wg is fruitful in good Works. The Lords Day is 
ſe el ſtrictly and religiouſly kept; The Public Worthip 
mities of God is diligently attended; The Sacrament of 
Au the Lord's Supper frequented; And the other Or- 
ie i dinances of the Church obſerv'd : And all this is 
gui not without its Eſfect upon Mens Lives and Con- 

I verſations. ' oe ö 
wards Covetouſneſs cannot now be call'd the Sin of 
ke of this City, ſince ſuch and ſo many excellent Cha- 
.  :F rities have been ſet on Foot, and carry'd on: And 
upoſ ſuch Proviſion is made. at the Expence of private 
er u Perſons, for the Education of Children, and the 
> andd taking Care of thoſe who can take none of them- 
er ſot ſelves. f 
y ref O that the Numbers of ſach well-diſpos d Peo- 

I ple may daily encreaſe, and that they may go 
t cu on, and abound more and more in theſe and all. 

kind other good Works! This may prove a Lengthning 

f thi of our Tranquility, and be the Means. of contr 
npkf nuing to us the Divine Protection, without which 
r, Of there is no Safety or Security to be had. For ex- 

ovell cept the Lord "rey the City, the W arch, waketh 
h but in vain, 
And 
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And fince God in the midſt of e 
82 Mercy, ſince he-*preſerVd a emu 
aud pluck d' us as 4 Brand our of the Fire that 
ſhould not - atrerly periſh; and has reſtor d ande r 
newd us again even beyond our former Star 
let us take heed that we give him no new Pr 
vocation ; but let us follow our Saviour's Advice 
to the impotent Man which he had heard of H 
Infirmity, Behold, thou art made whole ': Siu 
more, 150 aworſe r come OY thee, S. John! v. x4 
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; G OM E Motives purely Chriſtian to Ales Deeds; recon 
mended in a Sermon preath'd- before the Lord Biſhop af 
Clergy of Cheſter; at their Anniverſary. Meeting, — 
Widow and Orphans of poor Clergymen, at Varri 
Jun 5: 1717. By Henry Nemcome, M. Kctor of Miadi 2 
in Zea *, Wor 
f Remarks upon ſome Places of Mr. lis Books, eirhd 
Printed or in, Manuſcript: By P. Alix, D. D. The E 
te To which is added an Anſwer to Mr. ne 
eply . 
Tits de Imputatione Peccati Adami Poſteris ej un 1 
verlis in Reatum :/ Autore D. Whitby, S. T. P. "1:4 
A Sermon preach d in the Pariſh-Chaych of St. Mary at 
teth, on Sunday, Aug. 12. 1711. By 7 Carnet, M. A. Chag 7 
lain to his Grace the ake of Devonſhire: A 
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